
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright Buxtehude 

* HYMN 56 The First Nowell  The First Nowell 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 72): 

 Leader: May God grant justice to the poor 

People: May the mountains yield prosperity for the people 

Leader: May God give deliverance to the needy 

People: May God be like rain that falls on the mown grass 

Leader: May righteousness flourish and peace abound 

People: God's dominion is beyond the ends of the earth! 

INTROIT   Kimberling 

Arise, Jerusalem! Let your light shine for all to see. For the glory of the LORD rises to 
shine on you. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

CALL TO CONFESSION   
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Most wonderful God, as magi followed the star of their most sacred 
hopes, you led them to the place where your Son was revealed.  Guide 
us beyond all that is trendy. We confess being taken in by glitz and 
glamour while neglecting your truths.  We have listened to those false 
prophets who pander to our prejudices.  We have too often chosen 
to stay within our personal comfort zones.  Lead us to your unique 
disclosure in Christ, and to the promise of life everlasting.  Embolden 
us to be courageous disciples.  Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer  
we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing)           Hymnal No. 23 

“Glo - - ria in Excelsis Deo” 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 31:7-14 



 

 

* HYMN 67 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning Morning Star 

SECOND LESSON John 1:10-18  

SERMON              “Character”     Rev. Richard S. Hong 

* NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and of all things visible and invisible;  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father by whom all things were made; who for us men,  
and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate  
by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and  
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried, and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,  
and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the  
Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the  
quick and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.  

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and  
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the  
prophets. And we believe one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. And we  
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to  
come. Amen.  

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY The Eastern Sages Saw from Far Hopson 

The eastern sages saw from far And followed on His guiding star; 
By light their way to Light they trod, And by their gifts confessed their God. 
 

Within the Jordan’s sacred flood The heavenly Lamb in meekness stood, 
That He, to Whom no sin was known, Might cleanse His people from their own. 
 

And O what miracle divine, When water reddened into wine! 
He spake the word, and forth it flowed In streams that nature ne’er bestowed. 
 

All glory, Jesus, be to Thee For this Thy glad epiphany: 
Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Ghost forevermore. 



  

 

* THE DOXOLOGY                                Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER   

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

THE INVITATION 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  Eternal and ever-living God...    

    . . . who forever sing to the glory of your name. 

SANCTUS 568 (choir and congregation)                                         Weaver 

Pastor: Holy God, in Your mercy . . . 

   . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Pastor: We take this bread and wine and joyfully celebrate this  
Holy Sacrament. ...  And now, with the confidence of  
the children of God, let us pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  
our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

 



 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.  —Revelation 3:20 

All who trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior are invited to  
participate in this celebration. 

BREAD: To be taken individually, symbolic of your personal 
commitment to God through Jesus Christ.  For those who 
are gluten-sensitive, the cups on each paten (bread plate) 
contain gluten-free crackers. 

CUP: Please wait until all are served, symbolic of your  
corporate belonging together in the body of Christ.   
Grape juice is the fruit of the vine used in our  
celebration of the sacrament. 

COMMUNION         Go Tell It On The Mountain John Work  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 66      We Three Kings of Orient Are   Three Kings of Orient Are  

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE In Thee Is Gladness J.S. Bach 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 
 

NOTES ON THE MUSIC 
Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) was the North German keyboard master whom 
the young J. S. Bach allegedly walked 200 miles to hear play and possibly study with.  
Buxtehude’s organ settings of Lutheran chorales treated these hymn tunes in a variety of 
colorful ways. Today’s prelude is his setting of the great Epiphany hymn penned by 
Phillipp Nicolai (1556-1608), a German Lutheran pastor poet and composer, who 
wrote two of the greatest Lutheran chorales: Wachet auf (associated with Advent) and 



  

 

Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern (How Lovely shines the morningstar.) The latter, 
usually associated with the Epiphany season, was written in 1597 and is the basis for 
numerous compositions by Bach, Mendelssohn and others.  Within 50 years it appeared 
in English hymnals. The anthem by American composer Hal Hopson (b. 1933), is a 
setting of a translation of the Latin Hymn “A solis ortus cardine.” by Coelius 
Sedulius (died c. 450), which narrates Christ's life from his birth to his resurrection. Its 
23 verses each begin with a consecutive letter of the alphabet. Verses 8, 9, 11 and 13 
are also used, with an added doxology, as a hymn for the Epiphany, telling the story of 
Herod the King, the Baptism of Christ and the Wedding at Cana. African-American 
composer John Work (1901-1967) was associated with Fisk University for all of his 
career and with his life’s work was the study and popularizing of “American Negro 
Songs and Spirituals.”  J.S Bach (1685-1750) composed the “Orgelbüchlein” or little 
organ book in the 1710’s in Weimar. It is a collection of 46 chorales (hymn tunes) 
arranged by the liturgical year. “In thee is Gladness” composed in the 16th C. by  
Johann Lindemann, is often associated with New Year. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Jeremiah 31:7-14 (NRSV) 
 For thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and 
raise shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, 
“Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel.” 8See, I am going to 
bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the 
farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those 
with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall 
return here. 9With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I  
will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight 
path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to 
Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the 
coastlands far away; say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and 
will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 11For the LORD has ransomed 
Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 12They 
shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be 
radiant over the goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the 
oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become 
like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. 13Then shall 
the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old 
shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, 



 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please  
take a moment to fill out the How May We Serve You/Visitor Card in the  
pew racks. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Centers at Coffee & 
Conversation or in the Lobby of the Sanctuary, where you will receive a  
FPC Welcome Gift.  
 

Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Ken Stevens, Captain 
 Bea Barbieri                Pearl Lau    TK Lau Beverly Rhinehart  
 
Communion Servers today are:  

Alan Aluska           Eunice Dartey   Arlene Mattis 
Paul Piergentile          Lois Strauss    Philip Tamis  

 
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Diane Christian. She has been a member 
of FPC since 1999. Diane chairs the Mission Committee, is a member of the 
Stewardship Committee and is an Elder. She teaches English at the Dwight 
Englewood School, where she has been a member of the faculty for over 25 
years. Diane lives in Nyack, New York, and she loves reading and making 
jewelry in her spare time. 

and give them gladness for sorrow. 14I will give the priests their fill of 
fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD. 
 
John 1:10-18 (NRSV) 
 He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, 
and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth. 
 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before 
me.’”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The 
law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is 
close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

The Elders: Richard Bennett, Peter Bigler, David Bishop, Diane Christian, Linda Farrell, Ulah Fields, T.K. 
Lau, Carolyn Milne, Paul Platek, Jill Strawbridge Bello, Carol Schulzrinne, Phil Tamis, Mercedes Zuluaga.  
Clerk of Session: Sandy Bishop  
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.  
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session. 
The Deacons: Alan Aluska, Lauren Bigler, Bruce Forshee, John Fraser, Akira Fujitsuka, Audrey Harrison, 
Linda Heitner, Paul Kang, Nicole Kim, Arlene Mattis, Charlene Niland, Frank Palo, Beverly Rhinehart,  
John (Jack) Smolen, Jeff Spady. 
Co-Moderators: Elena Sepulveda & Candida Urena Staff: Reverend Richard Hong & Dorothy VanderWerf 
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Large Print Bulletins with Hymns are available. 
 

We have two ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCES to the church 
building, one on the Dwight Place side into Elmore Hall, and 
another through the Playground to the door into the long hall.  
 

Our sanctuary is TELECOIL-EQUIPPED for 
persons with compatible hearing aids. Assistive-
listening headsets are also available at the audio 

control desk. 
 

The AED (Automated External Defibrillator) is located  
in the Flower Room. 
 

First Aid Kits are located in the Flower Room and on the 
counter in the Elmore Hall kitchen.  
 

CIRCUS ROOM NURSERY is next to the Church 
Office and open from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The Nursery  
is equipped with parent pagers that will alert  the parents, if 

needed. If you stay with your child, you can hear the 
Worship Service  in the Nursery. Bulletins 
are provided. 

  

CHURCH SCHOOL classes are in the Center for 
Learning: 3, 4, & 5 year olds meet in the Jungle Room, 
Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd graders meet in the Ocean 
Room, and the 3rd, 4th and 5th graders meet in  
the Forest Room after seeing the DVD in Music 
Room. Middle School meets in the Youth Room.   
  

WEEKLY PARENT CUES for FIRST LOOK and 252 
BASICS are in display rack at the ORANGE Bulletin Board. 
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WARM WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS!  Please fill out  
How May We Serve You?/Visitor's card in the Pew Racks. Please  
bring the card with you to the Welcome Center in Elmore 
Hall where we have Coffee & Conversation or to the Lobby  
of the Sanctuary where we have a FPC WELCOME GIFT for you.    
  
Thanks to this week's COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
Coordinator Beneranda Baez and all the friends, including  
Candida Urena, Myra Ferrier, Leida Rivera, Carmen Platek, 
Marlenis Camacho, and Dalia, who brought us this week's  
Three Kings Celebration Feast, an annual tradition at FPC.  
 
Directly following worship today please join us in Elmore Hall  
for an FPC Tradition, the EPIPHANY PLAY, featuring FPC 
youth. Many thanks to Play Director Sora Baek and Coordinator 
Carol Schulzrinne. This interactive youth play tells the Christmas 
Story and will be followed by the Coffee & Conversation Three 
Kings Feast.  
 
THESE DAYS, a daily devotional for January - March, 2016, is 
available at Information Center in Elmore Hall. 
 
Only 2 left of GOD'S CREATION CALENDARS for 2016  
at $8.00 in Elmore Hall. Profits benefit mission projects.    
 
Our CROSSROADS contemporary worship service is  
on Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  It’s casual,  
lively, and fun, with a great band and the same basic sermon  
as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a  
great alternative – give it a try and invite your friends!  
Child Care in the Nursery is provided by Ilta Schulzrinne  
and Blake Simis.  
  
 
 



  

 

 
TUESDAY, January 5: 
 STAFF LUNCH at 1 p.m.  

 
WEDNESDAY, January 6: 
 GRIEFSHARE at 7 p.m. in the East Room. 
 

 WORSHIP & MUSIC Committee meets at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Meeting Room. 

 
THURSDAY, January 7: 
 ADULT BASKETBALL at 7:30 p.m. in Elmore Hall. 

 
SATURDAY, January 9: 

 BOY SCOUT TROOP 28 meeting, 6 to 8 p.m. Contact 
Richard Carr at 551-795-6453. 

 
NEXT SUNDAY, January 10: 
 CHANCEL CHOIR rehearses in the Choir Room at  

9:30 a.m. 
 

 The CIRCUS ROOM NURSERY is open from 10:30 a.m.  
to 12:30 p.m.  

 

 BIBLE STUDY meets in the East Room at 10 a.m.  
 

 CUBA MISSION TALKBACK at 10 a.m. in the Chapel.  
 

 MISSION Committee meets at 12:30 p.m. in the Meeting 
Room. 

 

 CROSSROADS worships at 5 p.m. in the Chapel. 
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MOBILIZE FOR MISSION 
Have a Heart: Donate a used Cell Phone (& Cord) on 
Valentines Day - It began with an article in The Record–  
collecting used cell phones for soldiers overseas, which is  
being coordinated by the Park Ridge Police Department in  
conjunction with "Cell Phones for Soldiers", a national non-profit 
organization.  Many of us have old cell phones taking up space in 
a drawer, why not put it to good use for someone else? The 
phones will be collected February 7th and 14th and  
delivered to Park Ridge P.D.  Please put phone and charger in 
a sealed plastic bag - you must provide the correct charger 
with it. FPC will hand deliver them the following week – with 
lots of heartfelt love and appreciation from all at First Pres.   
Thank you for your generosity!   
 
After enjoying the beautiful bouquets of flowers in  
worship,  please offer your help to the DEACONS who  
make smaller bouquets to give out after the Service. Meet  
them in the Flower Room near the Memorial Door entrance, 
across from the Name Tag table.   
 
DOES SOMETHING NEED FIXING?  We take pride in 
keeping our facility in top shape.  If something isn’t working 
right, please send an email to pleasefixit@englewoodpres.org.   
 

Thanks for wearing a NAME TAG so we can become  
better acquainted with each other. Name tags are available  
at Coffee & Conversation at the Information Center.  
 

If interested in providing FLOWERS for any Sunday, pick  
up a form at the Information Centers. Note: There will be no 
Chancel Flower orders in the month of December. 
 
Are you saving PULL-TABS from cans? Bring them to the 
church. They help to provide free housing and counseling for 
families of children who undergo treatment for life-threatening 
illnesses at the Ronald MacDonald House.  
 

Do you have EYE GLASSES to recycle? Bring them and  
place in the basket provided. John Fraser, a member of  
the Closter Lions Club, will take them to their Eyeglass  
Recycling Center. 
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CHRISTMAS

56

English carol, 17th century

The First Nowell
TI{E FIRST NOWELL Irregular with refrain

English carol
Sandys' Christmas Carols, 1833

1. The
2. They
3. And
4. This

first Now - ell
look - ed up
by the light
star drew nigh

J

the an-gel did say Was to
and saw a star Shin-ing
of that same star, Three
to the north - west; O'er

r r

cer - tarn poor
in the
wise men
Beth - le -

a - keep-ing their
it gave great
was their in -

both stop and

shep-herds in fields as they lay; In
east be - yond them far, And
came from coun - try far; To
hem it took its rest; And

fields where they lay
to the earth
seek for a king
there it did

Refrain*

Now - ell, Now -

sheep, On a

light, And
tent, And to
stay, Right

cold win-ter's night that was so deep.
so it con - tin - ued both day and night.
fol-low the star wher-ev - er it went.
o - ver the place where Je - sus lay.

ell, Now - ell, Now - ell, Born is the King of Is ra-el



5. Then entered in those wise men three,
Fell reverently upon their knee,
And offered there in His presence,
Their gold, and myrrh, and

frankincense.
(Refrain)

CHRISTMAS

6. Then let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord,
That hath made healg:n and earth of

nought,
And with His blood our life hath bought.
(Refrain)

Ahernate refrain

Now ell, Now - ell, Now ell, Now ell,

Arr. Healey Willan, 1926

-¿J

Born is the King

M¿s¡:c Used by permission of Oxford University Press, Inc.

of Is Ía el.

---¿J



67 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning
EPIPHANY

Reginald Hebèr, 1811; alt.

MORNINGSTAR 11.10.11.10

James Proctor Harding, 1892
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66 We Three Kings of Orient Are
THREE KINGS OF ORIENT 8.8.44.6 with refrain

John Henry Hopkins, Jr., 1857; alt.
Intro. Robert Stigall, 1988John Henry Hopkins, Jr., 1.857; alt.

Optional Introduction

Bear - ing gifts \rye

Gold I bring to
In - cense o\ryns a

Breathes a life of
King and God and

AII: 1..

Opt. solo: 2.
Opt. solo: 3.
Opt. solo: 4.

All: 5.

We three kings of O - ri - ent aÍe,
Born a King on Beth-le-hem's plain,
Frank-in - cense to of - fer have I:'
Myrrh is mine; its bit - ter per.- fume
Glo - rious now be - hold Him a - rise,

tra-verse a - far,
crownHim a - gain,
De-i-ty nigh;
gath - er - ing gloom;
Sac - ri-fice;

Field and foun - tain,
King for ev - er,
Prayer and prais - ing
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EPIPHANY

Refrain

star of won - der, star of night,

Star with roy al beau - ty bright; West - ward lead - ing,

still pro - ceed - ing, Guide us to thy per - fect light!


